Clinical Child Psychology and Psychiatry 18(3) 2008). This is leading to a reformulation of the role of this gene variant in heightening susceptibility to both risk promoting and development enhancing environments rather than being solely a risk factor for poor outcomes (Belsky, Bakermans-Kranenburg, & van IJzendoorn, 2007) .
Even more robust evidence is now emerging from a small number of randomized trials designed specifically to test for differential susceptibility. This has included studies showing that highly negatively reactive infants appear to benefit most from interventions developed to enhance parenting in relation to outcomes such as attachment security (Cassidy, Woodhouse, Sherman, Stupica, & Lejuez, 2011; Klein Velderman, Bakermans-Kranenburg, Juffer, & van IJzendoorn, 2006) and externalizing behavior problems (Backermans-Kranenburg et al., 2008) . Research of this kind offers an important alternative perspective compared with much existing developmental research that focuses disproportionately on vulnerability to risk-promoting environments and adverse outcomes.
The underlying origins of neurobiological sensitivity to the environment have been further elucidated and influences from both "nature" and "nurture" appear to be important. Environmental stressors in the pre-natal environment may result in pre-natal programming of developmental plasticity (Pleuss & Belsky, 2011) , alleles of certain dopamine, serotonin and monoamine oxidase genes appear to render individuals more susceptible to environmental influences and additionally factors such as biological reactivity to stress and negative emotional reactivity also seem to make a contribution (Ellis et al., 2011) . Research on epigenetic effects illustrates how environmental factors impact on the genome through e.g. methylation, hence altering gene expression and thus providing a model of how individual experiences can interface with genetic expression and alter vulnerability to environmental influences (van IJzendoorn, BakermansKranenberg, & Ebstein, 2011).
As further research emerges, the neat categorical distinction between "orchid" and "dandelion" children is unlikely to remain, with most children understood to be on a continuum of biological vulnerability, more or less susceptible to the beneficial impact of interventions and supportive environments. However, as a metaphor the orchid/dandelion distinction remains very powerful, not least in reminding us that in human development processes are often more complex than they initially seem, but also most importantly that it can be all too easy to lose sight of the "upside," the potential for those considered most at risk to do best and benefit most when offered optimal care (Dobbs, 2012) .
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